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arrived. They all were the most contented men in
the world. They greatly consoled us when they
related to us how so many persons, noted for their
virtue and merit, are employing themselves with so
much ardor and zeal for the salvation of these poor
forsaken peoples. We saw admirable results from
the reception given them at the council that you held
at the three Rivers. They no longer believe, they
say, that we caused their death, since they neither saw
nor heard anything down there which did not mainly
alienate them from their sinister suspicions.

It is certainly an act of God which almost amounts
to a miracle, that you told them, in regard to their
sickness, not only the substance of the things that
we told them here, but also in the same order and in
the same connection that we inculcated them, so that
they recognized clearly what we often have upon our
lips, that truth is the same everywhere. It was with-
out doubt the holy Ghost that inspired you to speak
with so much profit of our holy Images, which many
of them had previously taken for so many Demons.
That image of the Savior which you caused to be
raised on high, that they might all see it, made them
believe that an object which so many people publicly
honored could not be used for any black and secret
magic. We bless God that, without having had any
communication with us, this was done, than which
nothing could have been more opportune, in the
necessities wherein we then were.

[25] However, affliction and despair had so greatly
troubled the minds of these Barbarians, that if, unfor-
tunately, those who returned from the three Rivers
had spoken of us in terms less favorable, we would
have been a prey to their fury. But you had so thor-



